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graving and allied branches. The school of
architecture is one of the most important
departments. In 1666 the prix de Rome
was instituted, and competitive examinations
for this prize take place at the Ecole. The
successful competitors receive an annual
allowance from the government for three or
four years, two of which must be passed at
Rome. The competition is open to all ar-
tists between the ages of fifteen and twenty-
five, whether they are pupils of the school
or not. The school provides for about 1,300
students. There has always been a large
attendance of Americans.
ECOLOGY, ekol'o ji, a name given to that
department of botany which treats of plants
in their relations to their surroundings, and
which deals with such subjects as the dis-
tribution of seed, cross fertilization and the
grouping of plants according to soil and
climatic conditions. See cross fertiliza-
tion; seed dispersal.
ECONOMICS, ekonom'iks, the science
which treats of the production, distribution
and consumption of those things which man
deems necessary for his comfort or happi-
ness; that is, the things in general use.
The term economics is replacing an older
term, political economy, but the two are
identical in meaning. Economics is a sub-
ject in which everyone has a vital interest.
A man may go through life entirely ignorant
of calculus, he may have only a superficial
knowledge of botany or zoology, and he
may be unable to pass a simple test in as-
tronomy, but every day of his life he is
directly applying some law of economics. The
whole structure of modern civilization is
built upon its laws. The paying of rent,
the drawing of wages, the purchase of house-
hold commodities, the manufacture and wear-
ing of clothing, the investment of capital
and the starting of a savings account are
all different phases of the science of eco-
nomies.
A study of economics shows us that the
human race is essentially one great fam-
ily. In any community, no person can live
unto himself. Even the hermit must come
into contact with the world to the extent
of obtaining his daily necessities, unless, in-
deed, he should live in the woods like a
savage. Each community, in turn, is de-
pendent upon other communities. If the
coal miners in a certain section go on a strike,
all the homes and industrial plants supplied
 by the mines in question are affected, and
if the strike is protracted factories may have
to close for lack of fuel. In a larger sense,
nations are dependent upon one another for
the necessities of life, a fact brought out
very clearly during the World War and em-
phasized in the league of nations.
It follows, then, that free trade and tariff
questions are important factors in world
economics, for they have to do with the
economic relations of one country to an-
other. It has been argued by one group of
economists, and controverted by another,
that if universal free trade prevailed the
chief cause of war would be removed, as
all the nations would be brought into
closer relations and the animosities aroused
by protective tariffs would be done away
with. Ethical and moral questions, as in-
dicated above, enter largely into the study
of economics. The relations of capital to
labor, the question of the unequal distribu-
tion of wealth, the problems of competition,
these and countless other subjects are being
discussed from the standpoint of justice and
the common good. While economics deals
with practical things—the things that man
eats and wears and enjoys—it is more and
more being studied from an idealistic stand-
point. It is in this respect that labor ques-
tions are now being examined.
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